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(2) 
He took it not, but it was allotted to him, and ordered {or him 
to receive by the Deacons : And they had alſe ſpecial direti- 
on given unto them in 4 ny written . the Colonel his 
name, by M. Taylor, that they ſhould very fully diſtribute to 
. Eaton: and 1 (ending of other monies over to him, by 
the ſaid 70 55 to cut him aff from having any part in this, 
was 4 meer for ed buſine(s, : was no ſuch thing, as the 
Colonel himſelf ewe The Letter that clears M: Eaton 
aud the Deacons, is extant, through the 7 oodneſs of God, 
though it might have been laft in ſuch length of time, and the 
Colonel doth own it, as written by his Grey, The perſons 
that deviſed, and firſt reported theſe monſtrous untrmhs, by 
a ſtrange hand of God, have been divide among themſet ves, 
one caſting it upon another, aud endeavonring to clear them- 
ſelves with high appeals to heaven; and ſince two of them 
have been for that, and other mi {carriages » Caſt out of the 
Church, and 4 third perſon is under 4 ſolemn admonition. 
This me thought £904 70 declare both for the clearing of . 
Egton,, and that all Calumniators might fear and tremble, 
hen they behold the Ane proceedings of God, This is 


2 fied by . William Barrit. 
| T7 Thomas Partington. 
"ORober' 11. 1657. William Linnie. 


William Thomſon, - q 


7E whoſe names are hereunder written, being the, 

' Deacons of the-Church that meets in 8 of 
. Schoolhouſe, having underſtood how 1 
M. Eaton hath been ſlandered, for taking 20' which apper-, . 
tained not to him, but mas intended (as was faid) by Colonel 
Vena (who { ſent it Ireland) 0 the poor: dothink 
our ſelves 122 fo cle ar him at 2 an odious Heer 


(4) 

and to teſtiſie, that M. Eaton did not take this 201 into his 
hands (as he hath been falſly charged to haue done) but as it 
was ordered and appointed him b) all, vr the moſt of us, who 
have the power of diſpoſe of all ſuch monies as are given to 
the Churches uſe, by any member of it,” And we do alſo, cer- 
tifie, that the whole ſumthat was ſent, was 24, and that we 
had ſpecial direction given to us how 2 oſe of it, in a Lei- 
ter written by M. Taylor, in Col. Venables his name,which 
bears date Jan. 26.165 1. which Letter is yet extant, in words 
to this effect, That the Deacons ſhould very fully diſtribute to 
M. Eaton, F the 1 of private Brethren were not ex- 
ceeding preſſing. Whereupon we ordered, that M. Eaton 
ſhould have 20',and that qi ſhould be given tothe poor. And 
we alſo ſignifie, that there was not in this any ſpecial favour 
ſhewed to M. Eaton, but that this diſtribution was made ac-. 
cording to ſuch rules of proportion as we had formerly gone 
by, our Teaching Officer at that time having not any other 
maintenance (to our knowledge) but wnat came through our 
hands: and for further confirmation of the truth of this our 
teſtimony, we ao hereunto ſubſcribe our names. 

Octob. 11. Edw. Tipping. Job, Wharmbie; 

1657. Tho. Newton. Jam. Johnſon, 


| Do bereby cerifie, that I did deſire M. Timothy Taylor, 
to return 24 for me to the Church of Duckenficld, now 
meeting in Stopport, and that (1 being very buſic,and want- 
ing time) he would write for me about the' ſame; he adviſed, 
' that if the want of private members were not very preſſing, 
NM. Eaton might be very fully conſidered : to which j conſent 
ed, and willed bim to write what he thought fit, and I:ſhopld 
approve of it, which he accordingly ad, for the ſubſtance of 
the Letter, the date, and other circumſtances, I muſt refer:to 

fi. Wigs A 2 the 


(4) 
the Letter which 1 now remember not. I dofurther certifie, 
that I received a Letter from M: Eaton, concerning his Re- 
ceipt of the above 24, or part of it, which gave me ſatis fatti- 
on, and I returned an anſwer to it, but remember not the con- 
tents, Dated Sept: 26, 1657- R. Venables. _ 


7 Hereas M. Eaton bath been feta uſperſed for 
/ WE getting 100 into his hands, by his (or his Agents for 
him) pleading want, which was intended ems pat I think 
it neceſſary to certifie, that M. Eaton received nothing but 
what 1 (being one of the Deacons of the Church to which he 
relates) did put into bis hands: nor yet any thing but what 
was intended for him by Col, Venables, as his words to me 
did import. For thus it was, in Sept. 1656. Col, Venables 
brought 100 to Stopport, and put it into my hands; where- 
pon I told him, it came ſeaſonably, as to M. Eaton, becau(e 
he had lately borrowed money; and his anſwer was, he nas 
lad that is came ſo apr him : by which words, and 
declaring no other uſe for which he intended it, I conceived 
that his minde was, that M. Eaton ſhould have it : and it 
was no miitake in me, for he bath ſince teſtified ſo much under 
- bis hand. And whereas it is charged maliciou ſiy by ſome,that 
be (or his Agents for _ want, and did thereby get 
ſuch monies to himſelf, 1 do bereby aſcert, that ] ſpake not one 
word of want, but only [aid that he had lately borrowed money 
which was airuth, Nor did M. Eaton wiſh me to ſpeak ſuc 
words: nor did he know that 1 ſpake any ſuch words till I told 


bim: neither did he know that Col, Venables had any intent of = 


leaving any money in mine, or any other mans hand, nor did 
C 4. Venables make any mention at all of the poor:by all which 
it doth appear how falſiy M. Eaton hath been charged, and 
how baſtly abuſed, This is teſtified by me under my hand. 
V Tho: Newton, 


1 

B Eing informed that ſome ſcandalous aſperſion hath been 
Deaf upon M. Eaton, 4s 4 robber ef the poor, for making 

uſe of 10', left by me in the hands of Thomas Newton, one 
of the Deacons : At the time 1 delivered it him, I («id bs 1 
gave it to the Churches diſpoſe : and he telling me that it came 
opportunely, for he knew M. Eaton had borrowed money: I re- 
plyed, I was glad it came ſo ſeaſonably for him, intending M. 
Eaton in my thoughts; and however others may report the 
matter, I did intend the money for him. Only hearing that he 
bad takenit up upon the account 75 4 journey to London, I 
was unſatisfied therein, in regard ] purpoſed an other requital 

for his love, This is teftified by 6, | 
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An Anſwer to the aforeſaid Certificates, 
pretending toclear M. Eaton from two 
ſums of money, ſent, and given by Col. 
Venables, to the Church called Ducken- 
field - Church. 5 


Ur deſires are not to caſt aſperſions upon the per- 
ſons of others, but to clear the truth and our ſelves, 
from thoſe aſperſions of lying, forging, fomenting ca- 
lumaiators, & c. endeavoured to be caſt upon us by the 
aforeſaid Certificates; for our reſolves were, to fit down 
in ſilence, as to Printing, had we not by the ſaid Gertifi- 
cates been conſtrained thereunto; yet we are aſſured, 
thatſome of the perſons whoſe names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, and in particular, Colonel Venables, were igno- 


rant of Printing thereof, until they came to publique 


view: We ſhall therefore in the firſt place ſhew the 
ground and riſe of the whole matter, which was as fol- 
loweth, 

At the Aſſizes held at Ghefter, 006.6. 1656, we lying 
at Ralph Hall's houſe, who (and his wife) are members 
of M. Eatons Church, his wife gave us a relation of ſom- 
thing that troubled her, about 40 ſhillings given them by 


Col, Venables, which M. Eaton ſaid was but lent them | 


to be repaid by the Church, and that the greateſt burthen 


of it muſt lye upon him; which relation, at the * 
an 


(7) 85 
and importunity of William Barret (one of the Elders, 
yhoſe hand is at the aforeſaid Certificate, to whom ſhe 
alſo told it) we gave in in writing under our hands to the 
Church, being produced by the aforeſaid William Bar- 
ret, as witneſſes of what we heard, according as we have 
herein hereafter declared. 

Unto which relation ſo given unto us, I John Bruck- 
ſhaw replyed, As you are a Siſter, and Ralph a Brother, 
and I know nothing againſt you, I dare not but believe 

you, yet this I muſt ſay, the thing is ſo odious, and look- 
eth with ſuch a black face, that I muſt think, that unleſs 
a man were out of his ſenſes, he ſhould not ſo ſay, wit- 
neſs my hand, 1 4 


John Bruckſhawe, 
ae 
Robert Ridgway, 


Fe anſwer to the Certificates, we ſay, firſt, none of 
the perſons you intend in your Certificates, did ever 
mention twenty LO, then who are the liars ? Is 
u not as great a miſtake in you to put twenty eight pounds 
for twenty ſix, as Foyce Hall to put twenty fix for twenty 
four, Secondly we ask, whether it be a groſs lye, for- 
ged by perfons of diſtempered ſpirits, to reſific what 


we were informed by Foyce Hall, and that when we were 
requeſted thereunto by William Barret, which we did 
Wt FOR "Live 


. (8) 
give in under our hands, being called thereunto as wit- 
neſſes, and not as a poſitive charge againſt M. Eaton; and 
your ſelves have ſaid, Two Affirmatives, will carry it a- 
gainſt five hundred Negatives; then why not our two 
Afﬀrmatives againſt her Negative? And William Barret 
aforeſaid, told George Downs, one of your Members, that 
Fojce Hall Cleared us; and Katharine Aſhton, another of 
our members likewiſe ſaith, Foyce Hall confeſſed ſo 
much as to clear us: And is it not more like to forgery, to 

another mans name to a Letter or Writing, without 
His conſent or knowledge, as ſome of you did by John 
Dan, .as him nly declare. 
But M. Eaton confeſſed, that the twenty four pounds 
were ſent unto the Church, and not to him, and that he 
writ to Col. Venables, that his contributions were ſmall; 
. which procured the Letter from Colonel Venables you 
mention; We query then, if Colonel Yenables changed 
his mind, Firſt, Who was the Authors Secondly, What 
ground had he for fucha change? Thirdly, What he 
had todo with that he had before given ? Read Act. 5.4. 
And if not ſo ſent at firſt, why did M. Eaton lay ſo ? 
Where lies the untruthe KY 
But M. Eaton ſaid further, if he might not take it up- 
on that account, he might upon this, viz. Becauſe Mris 
Venables, the Colonels firſt wife, whilſt ſhe lived, gave 
half a Crowna day, which upon computation, would 
amount to twenty pounds fince ſhe died. But how Roy 


e ſo take it, let others judge; who if they wi 
take rhe i tote did my know how long Colo- 
nel Venables paid for a dead wife. | | 


And if Colonel 7enables did not ſend other monies to 


cut him off from having any ſhare or part of the twenty 
Wa im” | pounds, 


(9) 

pounds, he preſented him in a more gentile Ny. with 
Furrs of a good value in England, which were ſeen by 
ſome — (that will atteſt it) at Harden. 

And whereas the Elders ſay they are bound to clear 
M. Eaton, we ask William Barret, whether M. Eaton 
hath cleared himſelf, by bringing the money back tothe 
Church, and confeſſing how evilly he hath carried its 
yen ſo, as it might be known ſo. far 25. the ane Was 
known of. 

For William Barret told us, and ſome others, being 
asked what would be done about the money ; That he 
(vix. M. Eaton) would never be cleared, until be had 
done ſo; for he had been with Colonel Venables, who 
told him, That he ſeat the money to the Church; and 
william Barret further ſaid, That all the world ſhould 
not make him a penny - worth of En, and if he 
were aut of the Society, he would not gome in again, if 
he might have his hat of gold and filver to come in 
again? and this he ſpake at eV. ſeveral times; and yet his 
name is at the — Now if M. Eaton ha not 
cleared himſelf as aforeſaid, who comes neareſt to lying, 
forging,and malicious flandering- «ach 

Fou ſay the money was ſent to the Deacons dilpoſe ; ; 


5 but Colonel Fenables ſaith in his Certificate, he ſent it to 


the Church: but if it was ſent to the Deacons, why were 
they not acquainted with it. 

Lou ſay, he took it not, but it was oidered fort biim 1 5 
the Deacons.” [Your ſo oft mentio 
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ficate, who ſay, M. Zaton had but twenty pounds of the 
twenty four pounds: For, when the money came in de- 
bate about November 1656. all the Deacons (except 
Thomas Newton) ſaid, tliey never heard, or knew of the 
money: Let the Deacons ſpeak themſelves one by one, 
and not in ſo dark expreſſions, as by us, or ſome of us; 
when was this money ordered to M. Eaton? Was it in 
165 f. and was any of you privie to it but Thomas New- 
ten? You formerly denied it, and ſaid, ſure. Lawrence 
Omen gave it unto him: but why was this word ( But) 
put in? To make the Reader think twenty pounds was 
too little for M. Eaton. and four pounds roo much for 
the poor; or, to manifeſt your ſimplicity, ſlavery, or 
want of charity; and if four pounds was reſerved for 
the poor, three pounds of that was put into M. Catons 
hands, as both he, and Thomas Newton confeſſed, but is 
not yet known hat poor had it, nor what became of the 
other twenty ſhillings. ss. 
Again you ſay, it was by ſpecial direction in a Letter 
from M. Taylor in Colonel Venables name: But none of 
- the Deacons knew of the Letter, except Thomas Newton, 
before M. Eaton had the twenty pounds; for they knew 
not of the money, how could they then know of the 
Letter? M. Eatons keeping the Letter in his own cuſto- 
dy both from them and the Church, imports, that M. 
Eaton knew, M. Taylor's directions were not, that he 
ſhould have twenty pounds, and the poor but four; or, 
that the Church would not be ſo uncharitable, as to make 
ſo unequal a diviſion; which, though we do not call it 
Church - robbing, yet, was it not a covetous interpoſing 
| betwixt the poor and the money / M. Taylor's directi- 
ons had been anſwered, if M. Eaton bad had the 15 5 
n alf, 
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half, conſidering how many perſons were to be relieved 
out of it; for how many of your members then wet 
know them; whoſe conditions ſhould have been fiftſt 
conſidered, by M. Taylor's direction: by which Colonel 
Venables charity appeared, who intended not the money 
ſhould have been ſo divided. If the power of diſpoſing 
be in the Deacons, ſure it was according to Scripture, 
and then the poor ſhould have had it: for where finde 
you, that the Deacons ſhould take care of the Church 
Officers? N 
But you are not aſhamed to ſay, that no ſpecial favour 

was ſhewed to M. Eatos in the diviſion, becauſe it was 
according to the ſame rules of proportion you had for- 
merly gone by; and that he had no other maintenance, 
to your knowledge, but what came through your hands. 
To which we anſwer, The more common an evil is, the 
worſe it is; and yet you ſay, that was your common rule, 
to make ſo unequal diviſions betwixt M. £4707 and the 
poor. But did none of you know, or did not Themas 
Newton know, that M. Eaton had, and hath an eſtate witli 
his wife, worth forty r per annum, ot thereabdouts, 
and that after the end of the firſt Wars, he had'forty 
. per annum from Sequeſtrations, and cher be harh 

ought Lands in Ireland to a 15 value, and either 
Lands or Rents in Cheſbire, worth thirty four pounds per 
annum, or thereabouts; and that he had forty pounds, 
or fifty pounds, as Chaplain to Cheſter Garriſon, about 
1651. Or did theſe, or any of theſe, come through your 
hands, if ſo, your ſin was the greater, to give him twen- 
ty pounds, and the poor but four, if they had it: And 
ik he kept theſe, ox any of thefe ſecret from you, and 
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and are poor, and in debt, we leave them to ji 


EET (2). 
lea Reece it not to keep! 
bs Ching Aa A depends Fuer ebe 
hurch ? And why do you fo, fince he hat 
dren to maintain, nor kept 5 houſe ſince he was 
| _ Paſtor, which is about twelve years? But the na- 
11285 covetouſnels is, that much would have more : 
hich more for that he hath now alſo an allow- 
ce from the State of an hundred pounds per annum; 
we query, whether when he went to walt upon the 
Lord Protector, then Lord General in Scotland, he had 
not an allowance from the aid Lord General, or elſe a 
levie upon the Church to defray his charge; yea, we 
ry, whether he had not both: for we believe the Lord 
225 was To Noble, he would not let him ſerye him 


1 Er from M. Taylor be extant, why did you 
Het it? for, if M. Eaten and Thomas Newton ever 

d, it's char mul do it, and not your piece-meal 
under which, wit and words may make a 
dae alye and a lye ſeem a truth; and who knows 
your Aut hor, knows] he is both full of wit and words, to 
xtenuate 1 ap to I own advantage,his greateſt 
— in publique, being credit; and in private, 
ich meeting together, are like the ſons of 
8 too hard for a David, without the help of ag 
power, which M. Taylor conceived to be a- 


you to your uncqual 
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mon aſt you Wy y his charitable caution appears, of ful- 
ly di » Eaton, if by neceſſities of private 
brethre e exceedin Andif it The the 

of God that the "Ip extant, why was it 
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Church, as we could ever hear of, until 1656. and that 
it hond now be diſcovered, is ſo remarkable, chat it 
beſpeaks it ſelf to be the juſt hand of Cod, that others 
may fear and tremble, and beware of covetous under- 
dealing; for, truth ſeeks no corners: But no cauſe of 
fear and trembling unto us, as you falſly apply it, unleſs 
for your, and his unrighteous dealings. And the afore- 
ſaid Willie Barret ſaith yet, that he did not kno of the 
money, and at that time More was no Elder but he and 
M, Eaton. 

Whereas you ſay we e have ſince been divided amon a 
our ſelves, with high appeals to heaven; it's an untruth, 
for we were never divided: As for Joyce Hall that told 
us, we leave to anſwer for her ſelf, ſpake truth in 


the main; and if it had been a miſtake in her, its no 
ground for you 10 boaſt in anothers infirmity, except free 
we can yet do, that what we teſtified, was truth; for we 
teftified nothing but what Foce Hal told us, nd 25 not 
ppilliam Barret aforeſaid; — Enes iet fo 

matter the bufineſsof the money, ſo he could ent 

felf, what was it for M. aan do caatradict Eee 
in one thing, with high appeals bes anda 
thing, then, and not beter to 6 the truth: Is not 
this matter of trembling 

| . ene e the Church. 

add me. put to caſt a mil before the 


your ſelves; its true, we did appeal to heaven, and fo 

afſert that the report was truth, being farcwar => 

and if it was fo hainous in Feuce Hal to contr 

wards,” when witneſſes were grady to have proved ch 
* ſay, two of e 4 or - acher mil 

do make him dil. 88 m O 


FR 
nance, will clear your innocency. What you charged 
us with, given fince under your hands, makes us not the 
ſubjects of Excommunication, as we ſhall ſhew in their 
time and place; but it ſeems that this diſcovery of the 
money was the main thing; for which, and alſo for other 
miſcarriages of yours, we had rather be out then in: 
Your caſting us out, was but to caſt an odium upon us 
for juſtly leàving you, and to cover ſome nakedneſs of 
yourown you apprehended would appear to your ſhame, 
ſo that when M. Eaton is cleared, we ſhall ſo certifie with 
you, but not till then; and not till then, nor then, we 
proved Calumniators. But is not William Barret (a- 
toreſaid) rather a Calumniator, who certifies thus now, 
and yet ſince octob. 6. 1656. came to us, and deſired us 
to appear in diſcovery of this money, and promiſed to 
ſecond us therein, and wiſhed us to ſtay a while before we 
broke off, that he might go out with us, time would not 


tisfaction, and you never laid wy 


charge, nor admoniſhed us, until one of vs had admo- 


(15) . 
clearly beheld, if he enable you to give glory to him, by 
certifying the truth of what you know of your own 
knowledge, and not what you were taught by another; 
for by the rigour and equiyocation of the Stile, the Au- 
thor may eaſily bediſcerned, _' + fe 
For Colonel Yenables Certificate about the twenty 
four pounds, we-ſhall ſay nothing againſt it, but that it 
may be true, and yet M. Eaton never. the more cleared 
thereby: for the neqeſſities of private Brethren ſhould 
have been firſt conſidered, before M. Eaton had any part 
of it, which both the Letter and Certificate do teſtifie. - 
We ſhall leave it tothe judgement of the impartial 
reader, to whom the charges of lying, forging, toment- 
ing, calumniating, and malicious ſlandering, endeavoured 
oy the Certificates to be caſt upon us, doth of right 
ong. > R319 | 


7 Fobn Bruckſhaw, 
Robert Ridgway. 
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N. I Thomas Werral anſwer. ; 


"OR Themas :Newtons | certificate about the ten 

pounds, I conceive it belongs unto me, becauſe 
the words therein recited, I underſtand were mine, 
becauſe given forth by themſelves, in anſwer. to my 
paper they took from me by violence, vi. That he 
pleaded want, or his Agents for him, thereby Seren 
Welch | HG ar 


85 TEES, ay 
that money which was at firſt intended for the poor, and 
| = loyns might have bleſſed God for General Vena- 

1. Its clear from your own certificate; that you was 
the inſtrument to get M. Eaton the money, though he 
might not bid you, nor know of it, until you gave it him, 
ſo that his not employing you, makes you a voluntary 
Agent, which is ſo much worſe on your part. 
2. Secondly, Though you uſed not the word want, 
yet that it came ſeaſonably, becauſe he had borrowed 
money, is of a ſtronger import then the word want: 
for many will rather want, chen borrow to buy Land or 
Rents,” which he did about that time: and yet this was 
your argument to get him that money, which was given 


to the Churches diſpoſe, as Colonel Venables certifies 


himſelf, and M. Eaton himſelf in a letter to Mris Venables 
confeſſed it was want that cauſed him to take it. 
- 3. Thirdly,You might as well have told him the rea- 
ſons of his borrowing money, if you had been faithful 
in your office, vi, to buy Land or Rents, and then the 
Colonel would not have fo ſaid, as himſelf confeſſeth. 
4. Fourthly, Whether you ſpeak truth or no, in ſay- 
ing he declared no other uſe for which he intended it, I 
ſhall leave it to Colonel Venables himſeif, who ſaith he 
told you, he deſired Ralph Hall might have forty ſhillings 
out of it, and that you ſhould acquaint the Church with 
it; which had you done, and given Ralph Hal the forty 
ſhillings, had more beſeemed a Deacon, whoſe work is, 
to care for the poor, as As 6: ſhews, though it would 
ot have quit you from being an inſtrument on M. Easanr 
behalf, to interpoſe betwixt the poor and the 2 
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though he hath reported he is cight hundred pounds bet- 
ter, then in the beginning of theſe troubleſome times. 

5. Fifthly, Why did you not give Ralph..Hall the 
forty ſhillings, and why doth not M. Eton give it him, 
ſeeing he knows now ĩt was the Colonels mind, and not 
he to have it all? as M. Eaton bath, confeſſed himſelf, 
and gave Ralph Hall ten (billings, and writ to Colonel 
Venables, that he would give him the other thirty {hi 
lings; and yet afterwards writ by William Barret to the 
Cn l at if he would have Ralph Hal to have the 
thirty lings, he muſt pay it himſelf, for he would 
not, 224 to this day it is not paid. 

For Colonel Yenables Ce ikea, he hath already de- 
clared himſelf to the truth of, his Wives Letter: That he 
firſt intended the ten pounds for the Church, and not 
for M. Eaton, when he brought it to Thomas Nemton, 
and that it was Tm. Nemton 8 e that ĩt 


came e by becauſe, M Eaton had borrowed 
bis mind, and ſay, 


but bude he did 
y to uy 
he "fame Ae he ee : 


ſeth he underſtoc d hit 5 5 ph 
Hall ten ſhillings, 2 ſend He. 25 irty 
more, to ee up fory, 10255 1450 Hall; and. the 
I avethe,Certind hcate,was,l cauſe Mz aton 
3 ad e which if M. Eaton had 


e Prriormed Ie bad done Ralph Ll op 
| V 
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wrong; and if Colonel V enables gave this Certificate, 
-  natmentigr the whole of the bulineſs(as fince he Fs 
docs) nor did declare the whole buſineſs at ſome other 
times when he was asked it, it doth not therefore clear 
M. Eaton that M. Venables (vi. the Colonel) committed 
an etrour of love, to cover M. Eaton s ſhame; but ſhews 


his ingratitude in making ſach re returns to Col. Tenablet as 
fine | c hathdone, 


7 homas Weyrall. 


BE Fille, 


weſt things conſidered; we N will wipe off the 
aſperſions, endeavoured by the Certificates to be 
caſt upon us. And whereas you ſay, We were for this, 
| and other miſcarri 0570 ;caft out: we ſoy; for this; and o 
arriage rs; wehad as youtſelyeh Know 
and have confeſſed) 'roken off from you; and that wel 
raſhly, but 9 due conſideration; after we had wait- 
e 5 25 int] road tha means the Scripture preſcribes 
nto us, to have reclaimed you both by our ſelves, and 
ters of thro other © urches ; hur when you pe fit - 
ed in your unrighteous 4Rings, and would be yours own 
Judges, hat werethe guilty 1 „ were conſtrained 
to hap Target you, | d parra Gan tes 
ſins : where ten was your over to viſt 
were none of you? Yea, where vas your po- 
out any, until * had cleared your ſelves F 80 5 


you 


ou did but add to your former eyils, by abuſing an Or- 
dinance of Jeſus Chriſt. You your ſelyes withdrew from 
the Presbyterians for diſorderly wu , Whom you 
own to be true Churches, and yet never admoniſhed ther 
before; therefore our withdrawing from you, was more 
regular; and they have a better ground to excommuni- 
cate. you, then you had to excommunicate us. 

Therefore we leave it to your, and others confiderati- 
on, whether you ought not rather to have paſſed your 
ſentence upon him that hath ſo carried himſelf as afore- 
ſaid, according to expreſs Scripture, for 1 Tim. 6. 10. 
The love of money is the root of all evil: and verſ. 5, Sup- 
| poſing Gain us Godlineſs ; from ſuch withdraw thy ſelf. Col: 

3:5» CO 1 Idolatry : and covetouſneſs and gree- 
dineſsof filthy Lucre, makes perſons unfit for Office in 
the Church, Tit. 1. 7, 1 Tim. 3. 3. 8. and whether is 
not the getter and receiver both alike ? and Paul 1 Cor. y. 

11. commands, not to keep company, no, not to eat with 


* 


one accounted a brother, and covetous. © 
The reaſons why you ſo dealt with us, and your pro- 

ceedings therein, together with our anſwers thereunto, we 

ſhall in due time make known, if conſtrained thereunto, 
as we have been unto this. May 14. 168. 
The reaſons why we delayed our anſwers ſo long, was, 
becauſe they did not name us in the certificate, ſo that we 
could but go upon conjectures, that we were the perſons 
intended; but ſeeing both M. Eaton, and others have o- 
penly declared, that we were the vety perſons therein in- 
tended, we hold our ſelves bound, for clearing up of the 
truth, and our own vindication, to return the aforeſaid - 
anſwers under our hands. 


— — 


FINIS. 
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